We are gratified to see your and the First Lady’s commitment to recognizing the sacrifice of military personnel and their families in defense of the nation.  We appreciate your pledge to ensure that military family and Veterans benefits are protected in these tough budget times.  

I write to you to seek your support in preserving a benefit that is vital to military families.  Because of budget cuts, several proposals have been put forth that would have the effect of raising prices and cutting Exchange and Commissary funding, thereby harming the long-standing and cherished Commissary and Exchange benefit.  

These programs are a critical part of the quality of life programs for military families.  Besides helping them make ends meet by providing significant savings on food and household items, they provide employment for thousands of military families and Veterans and a touch of home for our forces overseas.
These benefits are a bargain for the taxpayer and a must-have for the millions of active duty military and their families and retirees who have earned these privileges.  Military families save nearly $4,400 per year by shopping at these stores, saving up to 20 to 50 percent off of prices outside of military bases.  This goes a long way toward ensuring that military households can make ends meet.  This is especially critical in high cost areas and in overseas and remote areas where there may be no shopping alternatives at all.  
Any move to eliminate these benefits would harm one of the most cost effective operations in government that returns great dividends in stretching military pay, retaining quality people in the military, and employing thousands of military family members and veterans. 

The Nation is well served by the Commissary and Exchange program.  The amount of appropriations that are used for these programs is small in comparison to the tremendous benefit that they provide.  Raising prices and cutting funding as some have suggested would result in increased costs elsewhere and send the wrong message to our military people that the Nation does not appreciate their service and sacrifice.  It would place a tremendous burden on our military that is already stressed by ten years of war.

I urge you to oppose any effort to dismantle these important benefits.   Thank you.
